Composing conferences by Hohl, Michael & Sweeting, Ben
ConstruCtivist
Foundations
an interdisciplinary journal  www.univie.ac.at/constructivism/journal
issn 1782-348x  volume 11 number 1  november 2015
special issue
Composing Conferences
Edited by Michael Hohl and Ben sweeting
Editor-in-CHiEF
alexander riegler
Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium
Editorial Board
Mariaelena Bartesaghi
University of South Florida, USA
Pille Bunnell
Royal Roads University, Canada
William Clancey
Florida Inst. of Human-Machine Cognition, USA
Ezequiel a. di Paolo
Ikerbasque, Spain
dewey dykstra Jr.
Boise State University, USA
stefano Franchi
Texas A&M University, USA
Hugh Gash
St. Patrick’s College, Dublin, Ireland
theo Hug
University of Innsbruck, Austria
vincent Kenny
Accademia Costruttivista di Terapia Sistemica, Italy
urban Kordes
Institut Jozef Stefan, Slovenia
Klaus Krippendorff
University of Pennsylvania, USA
Humberto r. Maturana
Institute Matríztica, Chile
Josef Mitterer
University of Klagenfurt, Austria
albert Müller
University of Vienna, Austria
Karl H. Müller
Wisdom, Austria
Markus F. Peschl
University of Vienna, Austria
Bernhard Pörksen
University of Tübingen, Germany
Bernd Porr
University of Glasgow, UK
siegfried J. schmidt
University of Münster, Germany
armin scholl
University of Münster, Germany
Bernard scott
Cranfield University, UK
sverre sjölander
Linköping University, Sweden
 John stewart
Université de Technologie 
de Compiègne, France
stuart a. umpleby
George Washington University, USA
sebastjan vörös
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
terry a. Winograd
Stanford University, USA
tom Ziemke
University of Skövde, Sweden
Uitgegeven met 
de steun van de 
Universitaire Stichting 
van België
iS an international peer-
reviewed academic e-joUrnal 
listed in the aHci. it is dedicated to constructivist 
issues raised by philosophy as well as the natural, 
human, and applied sciences. the journal publishes 
original scholarly work in all areas of constructivist 
approaches, in particular 
  radical constructivism
  enaction & enactive cognitive science
  second-order cybernetics
  biology of cognition & the theory of autopoiesis
  non-dualizing philosophy
  neurophenomenology
  first-person research.
constructivist Foundations is indeXed in the Science 
citation index (arts & Humanities citation index and 
current contents/arts & Humanities), european ref-
erence index for the Humanities (eriH), in philpapers, 
Google Scholar,  Scopus, eBSco’s education research 
complete and the philosopher’s index.
aiMs and sCoPE
conStrUctiviSt approacHeS support the idea 
that mental structures such as cognition and per-
ception are actively built by one’s mind rather than 
passively acquired. 
However, constructivist approaches vary in function 
of how much influence they attribute to construc-
tions. Some assume that constructed mental 
structures gradually adapt to the structures of the 
real world. others seek to avoid this dualism. either 
they skeptically reject that the structures of the 
real world can be compared with mental ones, or 
they embrace a phenomenological perspective that 
considers cognition as the grouping of experiential 
complexes. Some regard perceived regularities as 
invariants of inborn cognitive operators.
constructivist approaches can be said to differ also 
with respect to whether constructs are considered 
to populate the rational-linguistic, the biological-
bodily, or the social realm.
suBMissions
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constructivist Foundations publishes:
█  scholarly papers dealing with the conceptual 
analysis of constructivist concepts;
█  research papers covering experiments in con-
structivism;
█  papers reporting on synthetic formal or com-
putational models relevant for constructivist 
approaches;
█  applications of constructivist concepts;
█  survey articles;
█  editorial material such as opinions, perspectives, 
essays written by senior scholars, and open peer 
commentaries;
█  book reviews.
SubmiSSionS are Subject to editorial and 
double-blind peer-reviewing. 
CoMMon dEnoMinators
the common denominatorS of constructivist 
approaches can be summarized as follows.
  constructivist approaches question the carte-
sian separation between “objective world” and 
subjective experience.
  they demand the inclusion of the observer in 
scientific explanations.
  no representationalism: knowledge is a system-
related cognitive process rather than a mapping 
of an objective world onto subjective cognitive 
structures.
  according to constructivist approaches, it is futile 
to claim that knowledge approaches reality; 
reality is brought forth by the subject rather than 
passively received.
  constructivist approaches entertain an agnostic 
relationship with reality, which is considered 
beyond our cognitive horizon; any reference to it 
should be refrained from.
  therefore, the focus of research moves from the 
world that consists of matter to the world that 
consists of what matters.
  constructivist approaches focus on self-referen-
tial and organizationally closed systems; such 
systems strive for control over their inputs rather 
than their outputs.
  with regard to scientific explanations, construc-
tivist approaches favor a process-oriented ap-
proach rather than a substance-based perspec-
tive, e.g., living systems are defined by processes 
whereby they constitute and maintain their own 
organization.
  constructivist approaches emphasize the “indi-
vidual as personal scientist” approach; sociality 
is defined as adapting within the framework of 
social interaction.
  Finally, they ask for a less dogmatic approach to 
science in order to generate the flexibility that is 
needed to cope with today’s scientific frontier.
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